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Voted to accept the remaining reports in the advance 
printed report. 

Art, 3. To choose a clerk and treasurer, board of selectmen, board of 
assessors, board of overseers of the poor, collector of taxes, constables, auditor, 
and one member of the school committee for three years, one member of the 
park commission, two trustees of the public library for three years, also to 
choose all other town officers. 

Moderator appointed Geo. F. Holbrook and Augustus 
L. Ware, Geo. H. Roberts and Geo. H. Clark as tellers to 
assist in receiving and counting the votes; they qualified 
before the town clerk. 

The polls were closed at 2.10 o'clock P.M. Ballot box 
register and number of names checked on list of voters cor- 
responded with the number of ballots found in box, 202. 

The ballots were sorted, counted and declared and were as 
follows: 


For Town Clerk: 


Louis La Croix, 109 
Geo, C, Thrasher, 89 
Selectmen : 
Henry L. Millis, 134 
Willard P. Clark, 93 
Moses C, Adams, 99 
James H. Haines, 2 
Louis La Croix, 94 
Adin P. Blake, 167 
George A. F. Kingham, 3 
Assessors ¢ 
Joseph W. Farwell, 100 
George C, Thrasher, 99 
James H. Haines, 93 
Moses C. Adams, 17 
Fred H. Holland, 132 
John M. Crane, 76 
Willard P. Clark, 67 
Overseers of the Poor: 
Thomas Harding, 179 
James H. Haines, 66, 
Evan F. Richardson, I 
Horatio Jones, 180 


Adin P. Blake, 117 


9 


Revised and accepted list of jurors as follows : 


FRANCIS 0, PHILLIPS, GEO, P. SIMMONS, 
FRANCIS H. DANIELS, EVAN F, RICHARDSON, 
HORATILO JONES, GEO, R. HILL, 

CHARLES F. SPENCER, LOUIS LACROIX, 

CALEB S, WILLIAMS, JONATHAN C. STANDLEY, 
WALTER H. ANDREWS, EDMUND N. CLARK, 
CHARLES E, DRAPER, WALTER R. MORSE, 


FRED H. HOLLAND. 

Arr. 6. To see if the town will authorize the treasurer, with the approval 
of the selectmen, to borrow money in anticipation of taxes, the same to be 
paid from the taxes of 1893. 

Voted that the treasurer be authorized, with the approval 
of the selectmen, to hire money in anticipation of the taxes 
of the present and current year, and to give notes of the town 
therefor; and the debts incurred under authority of this vote 
are hereby made payable from said taxes. 

Axr. 7. To raise such sums of money as may be deemed necessary to de- 
fray town expenses for the year ensuing. 

Voted to grant $15,160. 

Appropriated as follows : 


Debt and Interest . R 5 A 5 ‘ ‘ x a + $5,200 00 
Highways and bridges .. é x F F , + + 1,500 00. 
Sidewalks Fi = . . . A 5 5 : é c 300 00 
General incidentals : : < fa 5 Ts + + 1,000 00 
Schools: School incidentals, fuel, transportation, tuition, care of 

house and superintendent of schools A cs : ‘ + 3,500 00 
Poor Department. : ‘ c Pe ee S . - 1,000 00 
Fire Department. f a > . . . . : . 500 00 
Snow Bills = 4 5 5 es 3s 0 a ei . 100 00 
Street Lights . ¥ ‘ 3 . c 2 5 y “¢ + 1,250 00 
Public Library 5 A 5 r <i - 5 : 5 5 100 00 
Cemetery . . 5 : . : 5 v ees é ce ae 50 00 
Memorial z ; : ; . : : A P 3 60 00 
Hydrant Service . . 5 OMe ts - Z : - 600 00 


$i 160 00 

On motion of E. J. Stewart for a correctivn of records of 
April 18, 1892, Voted, that the town make a contract with the 
Millis Water Co. for not less than twenty hydrants at a 


rental of fifty dollars per hydrant per year for a term of 
years, and that this contract be made in writing, properly 
signed by both Parties, and that at any time the town may, 
have the right to increase the number of hydrants pro rata 


taxes for the year ensuing. 


Voted to allow the collector of taxes one per cent. for 
collecting. 


ART. 9. To see what disposition the town will make of 
funded by the county on account of dog licenses, 


Voted to appropriate the money refunded by the county on © 
account of dog licenses, to the use of the public library, 


ART. 10. To see if the town will grant a sum of money for the support 
and maintenance of the public library. 


Voted to appropriate $100 to be expended by the trustees, 


ART. 11. To see what sum the town will grant for the expenses of Memo- 
rial Day. 


the money re- 


Voted to appropriate $60; that the appropriation for 
Memorial Day be expended by George R. Hill. 


ART. 12. To see if the town will grant a sum of money for the care and 
repair of the cemetery. 


Voted to appropriate $50. Voted that the appropriation 
for the cemetery be in charge of Moses Richardson. 


ART. 13. To see if the town will make provisions for the salary of the 
Superintendent of schools. 


Voted that the school committee be authorized to draw on 
their appropriation for a sum not exceeding $150 for the 
salary of the superintendent of schools. 

ArT. 14. To see if the town will cause a reservoir to be built near the 


chapel at Rockville, for fire purposes, and appropriate money for same, or act 
in relation thereto. 


Voted to appropriate $175 to build a reservoir in Rockville 
and the matter of location be left in the hands of the fire 


engineers. Voted that the appropriation be expended under 
direction of the fire engineers. 


law revised and nted 


imittee. 
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town meeting held April 10, 1893, instead of raising the same 
by taxation. Such indebtedness shall be made payable in 
such annual proportionate payments as will extinguish the 


_ same within five years from the date of delivery of said notes. 


Ar?. 3. To hear the report of any committee. 
Passed. 


Adjourned. 
Louis LaCrorx, 


Town Clerk. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Norfolk, ss. 


To J. Clarence Thorne, Constable Of the Town of Millis, 


GREETING: In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are 
hereby required to notify and wam the inhabitants of the town of Millis, 
qualified to vote in elections, to meet in the y of the First I 
Christ, in said town, on 1 uesday, the seventh day of November ne ng 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in said month, at eight o'clock in the 
forenoon, to give in their votes for the following State and County officers, 
to wit: 


h of 


Governor of the Commonwealth, 
Lieutenant Governor, 

Councillor for Second Councillor District, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Treasurer, and Receiver General, 

Auditor of the Commonwealth, 
Attorney-General, 


urt for , : 
i of 1 : h lb 
1 ” ypen unt 0 n the a Ol 
1 e ee e thi ir 1} 1 (| hereof 
t urch ] toy even dav ] r 
e ‘il not nd make ' 1 0 th oin 
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Oliver C. 1; : lesley 
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Voted unanimously that the town do adopt the provisions 
of Chapter 386 of the Acts of 1890. 

Arr. 5, To see if the Town will determine what officers, not required by 
law to be chosen by ballot, shall be so chosen, also the number and terms of 
such officers, 

Voted to choose only such officers by ballot as towns are 
required by Jaw to choose, by ballot, at their annual meetings. 

Art. 6. To see if the Town will determine the number and terms of the 
following named officers, Selectme: 
Committee, Trustees of the Public 
Constables. 


Overseers of the Poor, 


ibrary, Collector of Taxes, Auditors and 


Voted, Selectmen be three and s 
be three and serve one year; Ov 
and serve one year; School Cot 
three years ; Trustees of Public Library | 
three years; Collector of Taxes be one 
Auditor be one and serve one year; 
serve one year. 


rve one y 


ar; Assessors 


be 


serve one year 5 
Constables be two and 


UIs LA Croix, 


ippening 


he death 
leath of 


| BY WHOM AND WHERE: 


DATE. NAME. RESIDENCE 
MARRIED. 
1893+ | 
‘ane 9 Amthur L. Hartshorn... + + « «| Rey. Thos. B Lowney, 
J Sadie RR Cassidy . 2 1. . Camas th | Medway. 
Feb. 6. John Sullivan... . 4. + + + +) Rev. John Gibbons, 
Mary Whooly 5 6 6 5 Soe Medway. 
Apr. 19 . ames L. Bickford. . . . . fi » | Rey. Thos. J. B. House, 
[SIEGE So SS Sn f eines Boston, 
June 4. Frank T. ‘Touhey . 2. ye | Rev. Thos. B. Lowney, 
| Mary J O'Riley . . . . ers ot ee Medway. 
17. «| Frank’S. Harding... 6 4 ere Rey. Wm. S. Kelsey, 
jeRaheiM(Obstr'¢e s) is) sl Be Ou srl Boston. 
wi. | Hoe ae Or Secace 3 Siti. Rey. Thos. B. Lowney, 
‘argaret Murphy . . . . .] 1] Sse ledway. 
Nov. 16. . BOE J. Essay oo) se | Medfield’. Rev A. H. Wheelock 
Frances E. Fuller . . . . ,} Millis... . | _ Millis. 
20. .| John J. Sullivan . Millis . . . | Rev. Thos. B. Lowney, 
| Jennie Carroll . li ae Ae | _ ___ Medway. 
a larry W. Alden . Rey. A. H. Wheelock, 
| Susie W. Lovell : 
30. .| W. Percy Daniels - fs Rev. A. H. 
Rar FL Young. - S . 
30 | William F. Touhey r Rev. Tho 
Margaret A. Keefe. . 
1894, j at 
Jans i7+ «| Lemuel\Clarky sss .) .). | Millis 
| Bertha J. sweet . 2 . . . | Jamaica Plain 
Feb. 13. Herbert Ainsworth . . 2. Peay lag Me. 
y D. Hutchinson eA EES Ss, Rc, 


DEATHS RECORDED IN MILLIS FOR 


Feb. 


NAME. 


-| Mary Esther Clark . . 
+ | Willard Dunham Hodges . 
-| Grace Howard Frink . . . 
>| AbbieR. Clark... 2... 
+ | Walter Lester Shannon . - 


.| Elizabeth Simmons . . . 

+| Evizabeth J. Campbell . . . 

. vee rates Op Ober eas 

«| Ha c. Farrington . nen 
| anes R. Plimpton . 

- | Collms C. Darling. . . 

-| MaryAdams. . . . . 


. | Patrick F. Garrit: 

Margaret McGrath . 
. | Horaee C. Roach . 
Sarah A. Hunting . 


| —— Dumas: . 
«| Elizabethh Clark - 
- | Anna H, Adams 


Elihu S: Fuller... . . | 


AGE. 
ve M. 
= 8 
z 7 

‘es iS 
38 8 
6 im 
69 t 

|| 32 7 

| 55 6& 
79 iS 
= = 
29 ie 
32 9 

| 85 10 

| 
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INTERMENTS IN MILLIS, DEATHS OCCURR 


NAME. 


«| Helen M. Nichols. . . - 
«| Laura A. Richardson. - « 
«| Howard D. Ingraham 


| AGE. PLACE OF DEATH. 
|v. M D. 
a4 = —| Philadelphia, Pa. 
69 = —| Woodside, N.Y. 
3 9 12 | Beverly. 


For the Year 1693-94. 


S| HE Treasurer of the Town of Millis. hereby sub- 
| mits his annual report for the financial year ending 
|| February 24, 1804. 


Oscoop T. Dean, Treasurer, 
In account with the Town oF MiIctIs, } 


DE. 


Balance 

Peddler’s license 

Cemetery sale of lots 

Ble Se Bank, demand Tian 


Institution for Savings in Roxbury, demand joan 
Holliston Savings Bank 
N. F. Goldsmith 


Amount ca orward $1716 


k Fairbai Esq rn t S 
Poor, sale of clothing 
) ind : 
reorge B : ho ind 
mites n deposit in ban] 
Treasurer Commonwealth, ration ta: 5 141 § 


3)HE first work that was called to the attention of 
the selectmen was rebuilding Plain street and 
building Lavender street. Plain Street was con- 

— tracted to J. H. Thorne to build street and side- 
walk for $475, Mr. Thorne being the lowest bidder. The 
street was built according to plans and Specifications made by 
S. C. Taft, civil engineer. Extra work was required in mov- 
ing walls and building railings, so that we were obliged to 
exceed the appropriation $55.40. 

The sum of $300 was appropriated to build Lavender 
street ; $292.81 was expended, but the street is far from be- 
ing completed. 

The sum of $150 was appropriated for repairing Curve 
street ; $60.15 was expended, and made it in very good con- 
dition. 
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Court fine: ; 


==) HE following report is respectfully presented for 
ri the year ending March 1, 1894. 


RECEIPTS. 


Appropriated by the town ; ° c ‘ ‘i : - $1,000 co 
City of Boston : : : 5 6 . 5 : : t 28 50 
Town of Foxboro . z : - - ‘ : C 48 15 
WHIONeWIeO ee Wc a oon 15 00 
Clothing sold. 5 : 5 ; 5 3 7 : 5 5 r 50 


c. C. DARLING. 


Paid Farwell, Daniels & Co., store bill . 4 “ - $123 98 
E. S. Fuller, meat bill : 17 40 
Dr. C. F. Hamlin, medical attendance I 00 
Funeral expenses « " ° . bs . * 22 00 


$164 38 


Amount carried forward $164 35 


utchinson, cu ' 
lillis Co 
ton coal 
E Fuller, n 
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Sweeney, board and e 
Paid Mrs. Henry usar, board 
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Hamlin, medical atte: 
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To the Inhabitants of the Town of Mills : 


OUR Board of Fire Engineers would report as 
follows :— They have caused to be constructed at 

| Rockville, the reservoir as voted for at your last 

annual meeting, which we think will prove a very 
judicious expenditure of money, protecting as it does a num- 
ber of valuable buildings. 

We have also purchased for the town the new hose which 
was voted and a grant made for, together with such fixtures 
as were necessary to make connections with either the hy- 
drants or the engines. i 

We have caused the engine house to be lighted by electric- 
ity the greater part of the year, and have allowed the heating 
and lighting of a small room for the use of the members of 
the fire department during the winter evenings. 

We have rented to different organizations in town the use 
of Niagara Hall to the amount of $50, the receipts for which 
will not appear in our report for this year as the money has 
not been collected, but is good. 


oA 


Nites, 
For the Year 1693-94. 


J HERE has been expended in repairs, labor, and 
ed care this last year the sum of $43.90. I have 

R|| Teceived for the sale of lots, during the year, 
$30.00, which has been paid into the town treas- 
ury; this, with the amount received the year before, makesin 
all $65.co received for lots sold ; I would recommend that the 
above sum be invested in some way as the beginning of a 
fund for the future care of the cemetery as voted by the town. 

Last spring, the Proprietors of the lots in the part of the 
cemetery called the Circle had connection made from the 
main water pipe to the centre of the Circle, and by the gen- 
erosity of Mr. H. L. Millis, they had all the water they 
wanted to use within the reach of one hundred feet of hose: 
this, with the extra care bestowed on thecircle by Mr. George 
H. Roberts has kept it in a better condition than ever 
before. Water is Very necessary in order to keep a cemetery 
or any other grounds in good condition and I hope, in the 
near future, all parts of the cemetery will be supplied with it. 


Moses RIcBARDSON. 
Mucus, Mar. 6, 1804. 


TOWN APPROPRIATIONS, 


Schools and school incidentals 
Roads, bridges and sidewalks 
Poor department and incidentals 
Snow i. x. 

General incidentals 

Fire department 

‘Care of cemetery 

Memorial Day 

Public library 

Street lights 

Debt and interest 

Hydrant service 

Lavender street 

Plain street 

Curve street 


— $16,110 00 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


‘Town Grant . ri 2 ‘ é ° a 315,160 00 
State Tax : 4 . . . : : . - 625 00 
County Tax 534 84 


— $16,319 $4 


4h if 
Value of buildings — 
1 F 14 18 J 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF 


‘EHE SCHOOL €OMMITTEE. 


To the Citizens of the Town of Millis: 


)\N presenting their annual report, your committee 
wish first of all to express their regret that they 
{| have not been able to keep within the amount 
appropriated for schools at the last annual meeting. 
Last year we were able to cover into the treasury more than 
$500. This year we have expended $189.29 above the 
amount appropriated. A careful examination of the financial 
part of our report will afford the requisite explanation. The 
amount received from the State School Fund is a variable 
quantity. This year it was upwards of $45.00 less than last 
year. Owing greatly to the inclement season our expense for 
fuel has been $38.00 above the usual requirement. A com- 
parison with last year of the list under General Incidentals 
will show that there has been an excess this year of more 
than $260.00. 

This excess is accounted for by the necessary expenditures 
for repairs on Adams School building, furnishing the new 
school room in the Grange building and necessary additional 
heating apparatus. These extras, most of which were not 
foreseen by your committee, and therefore were not reckoned 
in the estimates presented last year, taken in connection with, 


4 
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on one, held in the most precious trust, too helpless and too 
ignorant to act for himself. 

Parents and guardians therefore should cooperate ahh 
superintendent and teachers and school committee, in giving 
efficacy to ail the means employed and afforded for the edu- 
cation of their children. This matter has been considered of 
so much importance that by legal enactment the State com- 
pels all parents and guardians to give their cooperation in 
some most essential points by making a failure to do so a 
misdemeanor subject to penalty. As witness the following 


Section 1. [As amended by chap. 464, Acts of 1889, and chap. 384 of 
18§90.] Every person having under his control a child between the ages of 
eight and fourteen years shall annually cause such child to attend some public 
day school in the city or town in which he resides, and such attendance shall 
continue for at least thirty weeks of the school year if the schools are kept 
open that length of time, with an allowance of two week e for absences 
not excused by the superintendent of schools or the school committee, and for 
every neglect of such duty the person offending shall, upon the complaint of a 
school committee or any truant officer, forfeit to the use of the public schools 
of such city or town a sum not exceeding twen if such child 
has attended for a like period of time a private day 201 approy ed by the 
school committee of such city or extagen ath such E i 
structed fOr a like period of 


learning eaves by law to nie taugh I 
or mental condition is such as to render s 
practicable, such penalty shall not be incurred. 

Srcrion 2. [As amended by chap. 464, Acts of 1889.] For the purposes 
of the preceding section school committees shall approve a private scl : 
when the teaching in all the studies required by law is in the English language 
and when they are satisfied that such teaching equals in horoughness and effi- 
ciency the teaching in the public schools in the same locality, and that equal 
progress is made by the pupils therein, in the studies required by law,» with 
that made during the same time in the public schools; but they shall not 
refuse to approve a private school on account of the religious teachi i 


Seer. 3. The truant officers and the school committee of the several cities 
and towns shall vigilantly inquire into all cases of neglect of the duty pre- 
scribed in section one, and ascertain the reasons, if any, therefor; and such 
truant officers, or any of them, shall, when so directed by the school committee, 
prosecute, in the name of the city or town, any person liable to the penalty 
provided for in said section. Police, district and municipal courts, trial 
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which at stated times are furnished for the parents’ inspec- 
tion. These will show the standing of the pupil, whether he 
is making the proper progress in his studies or otherwise, and 
if his deportment is commendable. Timely commendation 
for good conduct and reproof for negligence and misconduct 
at the home will do much to aid in the work and conduct a¢ 
school. Besides, as advancement from grade to grade is based 
largely upon these reports, disappointment and fault-finding 
at the time of advancement will be avoided. For the well- 
being of the child no wise parent or guardian will wish ad- 
vancement when there is lack of previous accomplishment 
and a consequent incompetency to sustain the advanced 
position of scholarship. 

Further in respect to this need of co-operation your com- 
mittee would call careful attention to the statute requirements 
in the above sections so far as they refer to the duties and 
obligations of school committee, superintendent and truant 
officers. Notice these statutes are not simply fermtsstve as 
to action but sanxdatory. In other words they require duties 
to be performed and do not simply give advice as to what may 
or may not be done. 


TEACHERS. 


There has been less of change during the past year to the 
great advantage of the schools. Your committee much to 
their regret were compelled to part with, Mr. Robert S. 
Atkins about the middle of the Fall Term. Most gladly 
would we have retained his valuable services had we been 
able. He is now occupying one of the most prominent posi- 
tions among the grammar schools of the State. We were 
fortunate in securing at once Mr. C. W. M. Blanchard, who 
by education, training in normal school at Bridgewater, and 
several years experience in teaching, is in every respect well 
furnished for his position. Miss Ella J. Brown after five 
terms of faithful and arduous service resigned her position at 


54 


the close of the Summer Term, Her vacancy was supplied 
by the election of Miss Susie O, Newhouse who has proved 
herself admirably fitted to the position she has held. Owing 
to the illness of Miss Blanche W. Trufant. Miss Eloise 
Holland was secured as substitute for the summer term and 
worthily discharged the duties to which she was called. The 
large number of scholars in the Primary department of the 
Adams school rendered a division necessary and this render- 
ed necessary also an additional room and an additional 
teacher. The room was provided in the Grange building and 
Miss Newhouse has charge of the school. Miss Cora M. 
Daniels was appointed teacher of the other portion of the — 
division which remains in the Adams school building, and 
commenced her work with the beginning of the Winter Term. 


OUR SUPERINTENDENT. 


Your committee have reason to speak with the highest 
approval of the efficient supervision of the schools and 
valuable aid to themselves of Mr, Fred C. Tenney. His 
work is by no means to be judged solely by the number of 
hours spent in the school-rooms. His wise correction of 
threatened abuses, his timely suggestions as to modes and 
methods of instruction and discipline given to the teachers, 
and the long and careful examination of the written and oral 
exercises of the pupils with reference to their advancement 
in the grades and to the High School, render his supervision 
of the highest value. We bespeak for his report which ac- 
companies this, your most careful attention. 


THE MEDWAY HIGH SCHOOL. 


At present there is in attendance at the High School 
twelve pupils. Part of the year fifteen have been in attend. 
ance. The committee earnestly request that if for any cause 
any of the High School pupils shall cease their attendance 


ib-prim: 


nner 
Total . 
0 xpende, 
mount expen 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REpoRT. 


To the School Committee of Millis : 


GENTLEMEN.—I have the honor of submitting to you my 
third annual report of the public schools of Millis. 

The year has, on the whole, been uneventful. The methods 
of work set forth in the previous reports have been adhered 
to as closely as possible, and wherever weakness has been 
manifested improvement has been attempted. 

The course of study, prepared for the District, and adopted 
in 1892, has come into operation throughout the different 
grades, and the work has been rendered more systematic and 
uniform thereby. 


SUPPLEMENTARY READING. 


The furnishing of four of the six grammar grades with 
masterpieces of literature for supplementary reading has 
proved so successful that I feel no hesitation in recommend- 
ing that the remaining grades be supplied at once with read- 
ing matter of a similar nature. 

The child entering the fourth year of school, the first year 
of the grammar grades, now reads with considerable facility ; 
he has practically mastered the mechanical details of the art. 
From this time onward, the books furnished him should be 
such as have a permanent literary and educational value. 
The ordinary school reader, with its miscellaneous assortment 
of disconnected, unrelated fragments, lamentably fails to 
supply this want. Reading the brief, scrappy extracts, even 
if their sources be worthy ones, which necessarily have no 
beginning and no end, which afford no view of the piece of 


? 
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literature as a whole, can excite but little interest and anima- 
tion in the child, and, hence, can yield him little real advan- 
age. He is able to understand and appreciate a good 
book as a work of art, as well as simply to comprehend the 
story which it tells. The influence for good upon our chil- 
dren of a generous supply of the masterpieces of American 
literature can hardly be estimated, Hawthorne, Lowell, 
Longfellow, Holmes, Burroughs, Irving :—these, and many 
others, are all available in these years for purifying and 
ennobling the pupil's character, and forming his literary 
taste. The boy who has been nourished on this wholesome 
food will have no morbid cravings for the unhealthful, bighly- 

"Spiced dishes of the sensational « penny dreadfuls.” He has 
learned, in the true sense, to read; has learned to love true 
literature for its own sake: and has laid the best of all foun- 
dations for broad and generous culture, 

Believing thoroughly, as I do, in these ideas, I can hardly 
do otherwise than recommend strongly that we ultimately 
furnish each pupil, not one, but several of these « literary 
wholes” as readers, and that, in the meantime, the supply 
of this kind of reading matter be increased as rapidly as our 
finances will admit. 


TOPICAL METHOD OF TEACHING. 


An improvement over the work of previous years has been 
made in substituting, more completely than before, the 
topical method of teaching for the old “inch” method. 

Instead of assigning a certain number of inches, or lines, 
in a given text book, to be committed to memory by the 
pupil, thus placing him on an intellectual level with the 
parrot, the salient features of the subject under consideration, 
arranged in orderly, well-considered topics, are presented to 
him, and he is encouraged to acquire information bearing 
upon these topics from as many different sources as possible. 
The recitation in a given study consists of a statement by 
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the pupil, ¢ Ate own words, of the knowledge he has gained 
concerning the points under discussion, While this recitation 
may,not rival in brilliancy of rhetoric orin grammatical accu- 
racy any given text-book’s presentation of the subject, it 
possesses the great advantage of teaching him to distinguish 
important from unimportant particulars, and of affording him 
a most valuable training in the use of idiomatic English. 

Recitations “in the words of the book” are still to be 
heard, indeed. The habits of years are not overcome in a 
term or in a year, but the spectacle of a child brought to a 
full stop in his recitation from uncertainty whether the next 
word is “large’’ or ‘‘great,” and being utterly unable to con- 
tinue until the teacher has supplied the identical word used 
by “the book,” is fortunately rare. Let us hope that time 
and constant effort will ultimately render it unknown. 


SPELLING. 


In teaching spelling an innovation has been recently in- 
troduced from which excellent results are expected. 

A list of words, selected from the spelling book, or occur- 
ring in the daily work, is dictated by the teacher to the class. 
After consulting the dictionary each pupil writes, in a book 
supplied him for the purpose, the words dictated, each with 
its proper definition, and a sentence illustrating the use of the 
word, in the sense in which it is defined. 

The books are duly examined and the work corrected, the 
corrected exercise of one day, serving as a basis for an oral 
recitation on the next. 

This is a most excellent exercise, involving nice discrimi- 
nation between different words, and between different uses 
of the same word, as well as teaching the simple art of spell- 
ing, and affording practice in penmanship. A simpler and 
more satisfactory guide to the use of correct English could 
hardly be devised. 

An important improvement in our school system has been 
made by 


62 


REMOVING THE FIRST GRADE PRIMARY PUPILS 


from the Adams school to the new room in the building 
recently erected by the Millis Grange. 

The overcrowded Adams Primary Department, relieved in 
1892 by removing the fourth and fifth grades to a separate 
room, was again, at the opening of the fall term of 1893, in 
a congested state, its pupils exceeding fifty in number. 

In a perfectly graded grammar school, the pupils of which 
have all received practically the same instruction in the pre- 
ceding grades, and to which promotions have been made so 
judiciously that all are approximately equally advanced, it is 
perhaps, possible for a teacher of good executive ability to do 
satisfactory work with an average attendance of fifty pupils. 
In the lower grades, even under the most favorable circum- 
stances, such work is not possible. The number of children 
which can be confided to the care of a single primary teacher 
is not, as some would-be critics seem to think, fixed by the 
number of desks in the room or the number of square feet in 
its floor. The degree of advancement of the children and 
the number of classes into which they are divided should be 
considered in determining the size of the school The higher 
the grade the larger the number which may be placed in a 
class. In the lower grades the mistake of forming classes of 
excessive size is very frequently made. Primary instruction 
is essentially individual in character, and the limit of the 
number which may advantageously be taught in one division 
is ten or twelve. For this reason it is evident that, with the 
short hours given to primary work, and the numerous recita- 
tions and exercises required, an allotment of twenty or twenty- 
five pupils per teacher is ample. 

But another hinderance to the progress of the school, more 
Serious even than excessive numbers, was to be found in the 
number of grades which it contained; viz., three. 

The teacher of a single primary grade has no sinecure. 
There is no work requiring closer, more unremitting atten- 
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tion than this, and the good teacher who finds time hang 
heavily on her hands, or who can even accomplish, satisfactorily 
to herself, in the hours of school, the work which is really indis- 
pensable, is the exception, not the rule. If this be true of a 
single grade, what can be expected of the unfortunate teacher 
of three ? 


Section 14, chap. 236 of the Acts of 1886 provides that :-— 


“Tn every public school having an average of fifty scholars, the school 
district or town to which such school belongs, shall employ one or more 


female assistants, unless such district or town votes to dispense with such 
assistant.” 


The excessive numbers of pupils and the multiplicity of 
grades rendered the subdivision of the Adams’ Primary 
School expedient and economical; the statute quoted above 
rendered it imperative. 


SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 


While our schools may justly be said to be in a good con- 
dition, and to be steadily improving in many respects, they 
are by no means perfect. A most important part of the duty 

" of the superintendent consists, therefore, in offering to the 
committee, the parents, and citizens in general, suggestions 
looking to improvement and increased efficiency in school 
work. In this connection 


THE AGE AT WHICH CHILDREN SHALL BE ADMITTED TO THE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
is important. 

The school committee is, by statute, empowered and re- 
quired to secure the attendance of all children between the 
ages of eight and fourteen years upon some approved school 
for at least thirty weeks of every year. The committee may, 
also, in its discretion, admit children to school before they 


are eight years of age, but in such cases, cannot compel 
regular attendance. 
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As a matter of fact, in a very large proportions of towns 
and cities throughout the state, committees have fixed the 
age for admission to the primary school at five years. 

In the case of a healthy, well developed child this age is, 
doubtless, sufficiently mature for beginning regular work, but 
it is a fact that, owing to our nervous, American tempera- 
ment, and our unhygienic mode of life, a very large per cent 
of our children are neither healthy nor well developed. Such 
children, admitted at the age of five years, cither to gratify 
their own longing for companionship or for the convenience 
of their parents, are not physically strong enough to accom- 
plish the required work. They attend only in pleasant 
weather, lose their membership with the approach of winter, 
and return, perhaps, in the spring to find their hardier com. 
trades so far advanced that it is impossible to overtake them. 
Discouragement and dislike of school and school duties 
follows, with the natural result that the child is forced to 
repeat the entire year’s work with the next entering class. 

It is not the child who earliest enters the primary that 
earliest graduates from the grammar school. Many parents 
err in sending their children too early to school ; few in send- 
ing them too late. Next to a sound mind a sound body is to” 
be desired. Nature has ordained that the physical shall 
precede the intellectual in man’s development. See to it, 
parents, that you do not force the latter at the immediate 
expense of the former, and to the ultimate harm of both. 


BY-LAWS. 


A set of by-laws concerning truant children and absentees 
from school, based upon the provisions of Chap. 48 of the 
Public Statutes, has been forwarded to the committee on 
town by-laws, and will be submitted to the voters at the 
annual town meeting. It is earnestly hoped favorable action 
may be taken in regard to adopting the same. 
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NEED OF INCREASED SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 


While realizing fully the financial stringency now affecting 
alike individuals, communities and nations, and while appre- 
ciating the necessity for the strictest economy in all expendi- 
tures, I cannot, in justice to the fourth and fifth, and the 
sixth and seventh grammar grades, still quartered in the 
Adams building cloak rooms, refrain from calling the atten- 
tion of the townspeople to the utter inadequacy of their 
present accommodations, and to the unchanged timeliness 
and pertinency of the suggestions of the reports of 1891 and 
1892, in this respect. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


The public library, like the public school, is a part of our 
educational system. Valuable in itself as a means of educa- 
tion, it becomes doubly useful when supplementing the work 
of the school with its store of science, art and literature. 

To extend the usefulness of the library by increasing the 
circulation of its volumes, as well as to secure to our pupils 
the advantage of its large supply of supplementary material, 
I would suggest to the trustees the advisability of : 

1. Reducing the age at which minors, furnishing a satis- 
factory guarantee that any loss or damage caused by them 
will be made good, may take out books, to nine years. 

2. Allowing each teacher in the public schools the privi- 
lege of drawing books for use in schools, the number of 
volumes in one teacher's possession at any given time not to 
exceed ten. 

3. Granting the teachers, so far as possible, free access to 
the library shelves, that they may familiarize themselves with 
their contents. 

In this way teachers will be enabled to increase the effici- 
ency of their instruction, and to suggest courses of reading 
for general use, as well as others particularly suited to the 
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Class of 1888. 


Clark, Elsie L, Richardson, Edith M, 
1889. “ 1890. 
Fisher, George K. Daniels, Cora M. 


Class of 1892. 


Hollander, Charles Holland, Eloise 
Trufant, Blanche W. 


Class of 1893. 
Howe, F. Irving Jones, Clarence H. 


Whol 


Number, 23. 


IN THE HIGHER INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING, 


Richardson, Edith M., Class of 1893, Smith College, Mass. 


GRADUATED IN 1890. 


Daniels, Arthur H., Yale Theological Seminary, Conn. 
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=s%/HE Board of Library Trustees organized 

| lows: Henry L. Millis, Chairman; Osgood ‘ 
x81; Dean, Clerk and Treasurer: Mrs, Helen E. Van 
Ale 3) Kleeck, Rey. E. O. Jameson and George H. 
Clark, Executive Committee. 


Balance on hand Feb. 24, 1895 
Town appropriation 

Dog Tax : : 

Mrs. Van Kleeck, account bindins . 


- 


Insurance, W. P. Clark < 
Hester J. Lovell, salary and expenses 
Millis Company, electric wiring 

E. O. Jameson, books 
Balance in hands of treasurer 
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Oscoop T. DEAN, 


Clerk and Treasurer. 


